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Title: 
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1 hereby certify that dus paper is being transmitted by Facsimile io the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on Mai A 12. 



RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patonts 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Restriction Requirement of February 10, 2006, Applicant timely 
submit the following Amendment. Applicants remind the Examiner that a shortene d statutory 
period may not be less than 30 days under 35 U.S.C. § 1 33; MPEP 71 0.02(b). Hence, t ic 
shortened statutory peiiod expired on March 12, 2006. Since March 12, 2006, was on J unday, 
this response may be Udcen on the next succeeding business day, today, March 13, ^006 , under 
37 C.F.R. § 1 .7; MPEP 710.05. Therefore, this response is timely, and an extension of ime is 
unnecessary. 

Without acquiescing to the statements made in the Restriction Requirement. Applicants 
hereby elect with traverse the claims of Group I (claims 1-4) for prosecution in the mst£*it 
application. 

The traversal is on the ground that sufficient reasons to justify a Restriction Requirement 
have not been provided . Applicants submit that it would not be unduly burdensome to search the 
claims of Group II, IV, V, VII, X, and XI since the Examiner indicated that these si* gn«ups are 
classified in the same class and subclass as the Group I claims. Since the claims belong in the 
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same class and subclass, a search of one group is likely to uncover prior art regard ing ihe other 
groups. Therefore, Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner has not establish**! an 
undue burden in examining Groups I, II, IV, V, VII, X, and XI in the same application 

Accordingly, it is requested that Groups I, II, IV, V, VII, X, and XI be recombned and 
examined. If the Exaininer believes a telephone conference would advance the prosecution of 
this application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the below -listed 
telephone number. 



Respectfully submitted, 




MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 
P.O. Box 2903 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 5540>-09)3 
(612^3fi-53db 



Date: March 13, 2006 



Brian R. Dorn 
Reg, Mo. 53,795 



23552 
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